BOWIE STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY AND GOVERNMENT
SYLLABUS (3 credits)

ELEMENTS OF GEOGRAPHY 102.001

Phone: Department's: (301) 860-3601

1. COURSE DESCRIPTION

This introductory course provides a description of what exists at the surface of the
earth and an explanation of how and why physical processes have acted to provide these
varying phenomena. Similarly, an explanation is given to understand the role humans
play in transforming the physical landscape. Some consideration is also given to an
understanding of the Four Traditions of the discipline of Geography. The map and the
computer are used analytical tools. Geography 102 is continuation of Geography 101.
11. REQUIRED READINGS

Getis Arthur; Getis Judith; and. Fellmann Jerome D., 2010. Introduction to
Geography, 12th. ed., Dubuque, lowa: WCB/McGraw Hill.

Pitzl, Gerald R., Ed, 2010-2011. Annual Edition: Geography, Twenty-Third
Edition. NY: McGraw-Hill.

Note: The Student Study Guide comes on line with the text.

Newspapers: The Washington Post, The Baltimore Sun, The Washington Times,
The New York Times and USA.

111. AUDIO-VISUAL SERVICES:

Maps, charts, graphs, slides, video and other audio-visual materials will be used in
presentation of geographic information.

Note: Late assignments are not accepted in this course.
Make up examinations are not given in this course.
1V. COURSE OBJECTIVES

A. To work with students in acquiring proficiency with the basic tools of
geography: map reading; climagraph interpretation; and composition writing.



B. To introduce students to the key concepts of, up-date information about, and
the significance of Geography as a science.

C. To train the student to analyze, compare and classify information so as to
awaken in the student a sense of relationships and connections that would lead the student
to formulate questions and, with a knowledge of the facts involved, to look for the ‘why'
of things.

V. STUDENT OUTCOMES
Students will:

Develop critical reading and writing skills;

Develop critical thinking skills;

Acquire knowledge of basic Geographic concepts ;

Complete a four page book report of geographic significance; and
Competence in these areas will be demonstrated by attaining a grade of ‘C’ or
above, according to the grading scale for work dome in this course.

V1. KNOWLEDGE BASE

The study of Geography admirably serves the objectives of a Liberal Arts
education and also enhances the Cultural Pluralism Perspective. Students become
informed citizens, are able to understand the important issues facing our communities,
our country, and our world; and are better prepared to contribute solutions in a diverse
work place.

Critical Thinking Perspective will be enhanced by acquiring and developing basic
geographic skills, with the determination to create a geographically literate society in
accordance with the Goals 2000 Educate America Act (Public Law 103-227) and
includes the 1994 National Geography Standards.

V11. SPECIFIC LEARNING OBJECTIVES
A. To lead the student on to recognize correlations and, where possible, causes.

B. To plan, that in teaching the search for the "why', the student does not
overlook the existence of various orders of causes and does not stop short at any one of
them.

C. Teach the student to account, as scientific Geography does, for physical and
natural forces, as well as the will and irrational behavior of humans and, of
the needs of existence. The teaching that the student is given will accustom
her/him to think and observe-geographically.

111. CURRICULUM THEMES PRAXIS



OBJECTIVES

A. Academic Scholar Objectives: A, B, C, D, E.
Multicultural and Global Perspectives Objectives: B, F. C.
Personal and Interpersonal Perspectives Obijectives: B, C, E, F.

1X. TEACHING MODES

Teaching modes include student participation in group discussions, lectures, the
use of audio-visual materials, technical report writing, the use of the computer and the
Internet. Printed materials to supplement the text will be given to students as needed. A
research paper of five, single space pages is required for this course. This paper will also
enhance students' composition writing skills, as required for Writing Across the
Curriculum.

X. NATIONAL GEOGRAPHY STANDARDS

Geography is the science of space and place on Earth’s surface. Its subject matter
is the physical and human phenomena that make up the world’s environments and places.
Geographers describe the changing patterns of places in words, maps, and geo-graphics,
to explain how these patterns come to be, and unravel the meanings of these patterns.
Geography’s continuing question is to understand the physical and cultural features of
places and their natural settings on the surface of the Earth.

The six essentials and eighteen Geography standards will be addressed in this
course. These are:

1. THE WORLD IN SPATIAL TERMS;

1. Maps and other geographic tools for information in a spatial perspective
2. Mental maps and spatial contest

3. Spatial organization of Earth

11. PLACES AND REGIONS;

4. Physical and human characteristics of places

5. Regions interpret Earth’s complexity

6. Culture and experience influence perception of places and regions

111. PHYSICAL SYSTEMS;
7. Physical processes shape patterns of Earth’s surface
8. Characteristics and distribution of Earth’s ecosystems

1V. HUMAN SYSTEMS;
9. Human populations



10. The nature and complexity of Earth’s cultural mosaics

11. Patterns and networks of economic interdependence

12. Human settlement

13. Forces of cooperation and conflict that shape earth’s surface

V. ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIETY; and
14. Human actions modify physical environment
15. Physical systems affect human systems
16. Meaning, distribution, and importance of resources
V1. THE ISSUES OF GEOGRAPHY.
17. How to apply geography to interpret the past
18. How to apply geography to interpret the present and plan for the future.

X1. CLASS ATTENDANCE

A special effort should be made to attend every class session. There may be time,
however, when uncontrollable circumstances may arise and keep a student from class.
Please notify the Instructor as soon as possible.

Note: Reference to Class Attendance is found in Bowie State University
Undergraduate Catalog.

X11. ENGLISH PROFICIENCY EXAMINATION

The University College of Excellence "coordinates and administers the English
Proficiency examination, a graduation requirement which must be satisfied by all
students receiving a bachelor's degree from the University. Students are advised to take
the examination upon completion of English 101 and English 102. However, transfer
students who completed their English composition requirement at another institution
should take the examination during their first semester of enrollment at Bowie State
University

Students should contact the main office of the University College of Excellence

with questions regarding placements tests and workshops to prepare for the English
Proficiency Examination.

X111. NATIONAL TEACHERS’ EXAMINATION

Students preparing for a teaching career must have "passing - scores” on the core
battery National Teachers Examination or PRAXIS 11.

X1V. CONFERENCES



Students are expected to arrange for periodic conferences with the Instructor of
this course.
XV. COURSE REQUIREMENT

A. Examinations

Four examinations will be administered in this course. Examinations will

consist of multiple choice questions, definition of terms, short answer questions, and
essays. Knowledge of place-names of maps is essential. Examinations will account for
80 percent of the final grade. Examination dates are provided in this syllabus.

The Final Examination will be given on the date, in the same classroom, and at the time
scheduled by the Registrar of the University. This information is published in the BSU
Schedule of Classes, spring 2010, and in the Academic Calendar.

B. Term Paper

Students are required to do a five page, single spaced Term Paper of the
description on the “Cultural Landscape” of her/his neighborhood, where she/he resides.
This paper is due on Monday, March 8, 2010, and it is worth 20 percent of the final
grade. Students are free to have conference with the Instructor on the mechanics of the
paper, before the due date of turning in the paper.
XV1. CLASS PARTICIPATION

A. Students are required to prepare all assignments that are given in this course.

B. Students are required to participate in class discussions and other class
activities.

C. Students are required to turn in all assignments on time.

D. Students are required to use the internet addresses from the text to do
additional readings to supplement the text.

XV11. INSTRUCTION SCHEDULE
A. Assignment: January 25-February 15

1. Text: Getis and Fellmann, Chapter, 6.



3.
4.
5

Student Study Guide: Do the assignments on the internet that correspond
with this chapter.

Study the Key Words and the Review Questions at the end of this chapter.
Pitzl, Geography: Atrticles - 6, 8, 16, 28, 33, and 39.

Become acquainted with the information in the articles for this
assignment.

6. Examination #1. Monday, February 15, 2010.

B. Assignment: February 15-March 10, 2010.

1

2.
3.
4.
5

6.

Text: Getis and Fellmann, Chapters, 8.

Student Study Guide: Do the assignments on the internet that correspond
with this chapter.

Study the key words and the Review Questions at the end of this chapter.
Pitzl, Geography: Articles—4, 17, 20, 26, 27, and 42.

Become acquainted with the information in the articles for this
assignment.

Examination #2. Wednesday, March 10, 2010.

SPRING BREAK: MARCH 15-19, 2010.

B. Assignment: March 10-April 12, 2010.

1.
2.

3.
4.
5

6.
C.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5

6.

XV111.

Text: Getis and Fellmann. Chapters 9 and 10.

Student Study Guide: Do the assignments on the internet that correspond
with this chapter.

Study the key words and the Review Questions at the end of the chapters.
Pitzl, Geography: Articles—4,5, 11, 12, 16, 24, 33, 34, 35.

Become acquainted with the information in the articles for this
assignment.

Examination 3, Monday, April 12, 2010.

Assignment: April 12-May 11, 2010.

Text: Getis and Fellmann. Chapters 11 and 13.

Student Study Guide: Do the assignment that corresponds with these
chapters.

Study the Key Words and the Review Questions at the end of the chapters.
Pitzl, Geography: Articles -8, 24, 32, 33, 37, 42..

Become acquainted with the information in the articles for this
assignment.

Final Examination is comprehensive on term’s work.

GRADING

A. Final grades are computed as follows:



1. Examinations = 92% of final grade
2 Report = 20% of final grade
Total = 100%
B. Grade Distribution:
A =90% - 100% C=70%-79%
B = 80% - 89% D =60% - 69%
F =59% or less.

The midterm, evaluation grade is computed by adding the higher score of the first two
examinations, and the score for the paper that is due on Monday, March 8, 2010.

The final grade is computed as follows: The two highest scores of the first three
examinations, plus the score of the Final examination, equals 80 percent of the final
grade. Add to this the score on the Term Paper, equals the score of 100 percent. The
bonus percentage points will determine the final grade.

X1X. Special Notices:

A. Spring Convocation: Wednesday, February 10, 2010 at 10:00 A.M, Myers
Auditorium, Main Campus.

B. Spring Break: March 15-19, 2010.

C. Final Examinations for May 2010 Graduation Candidates, May 3-7, 2010.

D. Last day of classes, Tuesday, May 11, 2010. (Main Campus)

E. Bonus credits are awarded for a 12 point, one page, single, space report on

each video that is used in class sessions. Internet reports on the videos are not
accepted for video assignments.

XX. TITLE PAGE

This format is required as a title page with all assignments that are to be submitted
in this course.

Title of Assignment



by
Student's Name

This assignment is submitted in partial fulfillment of Geography 101. Section
number.

(Instructor’s name)
Dr. John Doe: Instructor

(Date on which assignment is to be submitted)

BOWIE STATE UNIVERSITY
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CURRENT GEOGRAPHY JOURNALS

Annals of the Association of American Geographers.
Focus

Geographical Review

The Geographical Journal

Journal of Geography

The Professional Geographer

ON LINE

The Internet is a vast network of computers electronically joining together millions of

people and many thousands of organizations and institutions from all over the world.

There are numerous Internet sources for geography. Following are sites for students to

use:

Web Sites associated with the text:
http://www.mhhe.com/sciencemath/geography/ghetis/

Home Page of the Association of American Geographers:
http://ww.aag.org/

Geography Education Worldwide offered by The Ryerson University geography
Department:
http://www.geo.ryerson.ca/ga/html/geogrph.htmi

Similar list maintained by the University of Texas:
http://www.utexas.edu/depts/grg/
virtdept/resources/depts/depts.html

General guide for Geography Resources on the Internet, try the State University
of New York at Buffalo page.

Each chapter in the text has a list of Web sites for Students' use.



