
















Some of Benefits of Learner-Centered Education
•The role of the educator shifts. No longer is the teacher simply someone who stands at the front of 

the room imparting knowledge to students. Instead, the instructor works as an educational architect 

and facilitator. 

•Students assume responsibility for their own learning. The educator and student work together to 

decide on appropriate coursework and evaluation. It is the student’s job to follow through with these 

choices. 

•Rather than revolving around content, the learner-centered classroom centers around learning 

processes. These are meta-cognitive skills that the student can apply in any educational scenario. 

Therefore the student is more likely to attain success in a new educational environments. 

•The student is no longer a passive “receptacle” for the teacher’s knowledge. Instead, the student 

becomes an active part of the learning process, and may even assist in teaching his or her classmates. 

•The learner-centered classroom provides an emphasis upon higher-order thinking skills, such as the 

ability to judge and evaluate. Students who master these skills are better able to assimilate new 

information and apply it to different situations (http://learnercentered.wikispaces.com/Benefits).



Preparing for Resistance 
to Learner-Centered Education

Resistance comes in 
multiple forms:

•The Student

•University Administrators 
(Deans, Department 
Chairs, )



Countering Resistance to Learner-Center Education

• On the first day of class provide data on the benefits of the learner-
centered approach;

• “point out the skills” that students developed through learner-centered 
approach “…that can be used in their future careers” (Gabriel, p.78). 
In an instructive example, 

• Solicit student direct involvement; inform students the success of a 
course depends on their willingness to adapt to active learning mode” 
(and not just the instructor).

• Instructor must utilize the syllabus as a method to ensure that the 
student is “invested” in their education. 



Activities for the Instructor

• How  would you utilize the learner-centered approach in your course?

• How would you utilize the learner-centered approach during your 
office hours?

• What aspect of the learner-centered approach is most beneficial to 
your teaching?

• What type of in-class learning activities would you utilize to increase 
student understanding of core concepts in your discipline?








