Getting in Gear
How to Drive a Stick-Shift
By Lenny Le
Manual transmissions aren't exactly the easiest things to drive, especially here in the United States. But for
those who would like to get a good
concept of what it’s like to drive a stick
shift, this article is for you.
First, make sure wherever you
are practicing, it is clear of other vehicles and pedestrians for your own and
others’ safety. Wouldn't want you to get
sued because of this article or anything
of that nature!
Now, let's begin!
As you may know now, a manual
transmission is either a 5-gear or 6gear, and there are three pedals. The
clutch, the brake, and the gas.
The clutch will be most important
for you to master so you can get your
vehicle moving on the road! Every time
you switch gears no matter what you
must have your foot pushing down on
the clutch! And wait, do not let go of
the clutch just yet. If you do your vehicle is going to stall out!
Now, that your car is in first gear
let's move on to the next step which
actually gets your vehicle moving.
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Step 3: Once you've picked up speed,
watch your RPM and change gears by repeating steps above.
Tips: Never let go of the clutch when
your vehicle is in gear without giving it some
gas first! If you do your car will jerk forward
which feels horrible and your engine will cut off.
Practice in a safe area until you feel
like you are good enough to get on main roads
around other vehicles.
When going up hills, give the gas
pedal a little more of a push then usual so your
vehicle doesn't stall out. A little more gas is
better than having your car turn off in the midSlowly ease on the gas pedal as you slowly

dle of the road!

lift your foot off of the clutch. DO NOT completely

Always pay attention to your RPM's!

let go of the clutch until you feel your car picking up

Driving with high RPM's on a daily basis will

decent speed.

ruin your engine.

Now, when you get your car to move we are
already pass the hardest step. Once you see your
RPM's reach about 3500-4000, it is time to change
into your second gear. To switch into each gear,
you will let go of the gas, push the clutch down and
put it into the next gear, following the same steps
as getting your vehicle to move from first gear.
Now, you have a basic concept of driving a
manual transmission. Just follow the steps below
and you will be cruising along in no time. But make
sure you don’t drive and read at the same time!
Good luck, and I hope this article has helped
you! Oh, two quick things: You’ll have to learn to
drive in reverse, parallel park and stop on a hill, but
that’s another story!
Step 1: Step on clutch and put into first gear.
Step 2: Lightly ease on gas pedal while
lightly taking your foot off the clutch.
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