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Photo from award-winning "Transformation" by Kyia Parker. Featuring

LaShay Fletcher. Joseph Edwards Photography.













MasterClasses

MasterClasses aren't just guest appearances, but opportunities
for students to build relationships with industry leaders as they
deepen their understanding of why create art, who must be
reflected in the art, and the power of their artistic voice. We are
so thankful to theatre icons like Michael J. Bobbitt, Reginald
Douglas, Psalmayene 24, Alvaro Saar Rios and so many others
for taking time to share their wisdom and experience.
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THE AMERICAN COLLEGE THEATRE FESTIVAL!

Yet another win for BSU Theatre! In Spring 2025, BSU Theatre
took another bold artistic step with “The Incubator,” a new
works initiative that fosters the next generation of Global
Mayjority playwrights. “The Incubator” uses a faculty and peer-
reviewed process to determine selected student playwrights
who develop their vision from page to stage. Two new plays - "l
Have No Idea Why I’'m Here" by Whitney Watson and "Divinity
Amongst the Sea" by Kyia Parker - became known as
"Transformation,"” a metaphysical dive into ancestral and
spiritual questioning of our origin and purpose. Selected through
a highly competitive process, BSU Theatre was one of six
college in the Mid-Atlantic region invited to perform this
innovative show for The American College Theater Festival, held
January 13-17, 2026. We thank our outgoing department chair
Professor Teo Melchishua Williams, College of Arts and
Sciences Dean Stephen Damo, and the many who supported
financially and in immeasurable ways to make this happen. As a

result of this year's festival performances, "Transformation”

was honored in May 2026 with the National Citizen Artist Award
from ACTF.




bY: Brian
- g Wise

Brian Wise shares his research and design for "Everybody" with a
panel of industry adjudicators.
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Under the direction of Professor Elena Velasco, BSU's theatre
coordinator, Wonderworks creative drama residencies were
launched at neighboring Rockledge ES with their third grade

classes. Noting that SEL (social-emotional learning) is crtical for

developing minds and embedded into the PGCPS elementary
curriculum, Wonderworks became a natural partner to these
classrooms, fostering performance skills, strengthening

confidence, and teaching the value of joy-centered creation.




For the first time ever, BSU Theatre
hosted a special free performance for
local elementary students and their
teachers as part of the Wonderworks
initiative. Nearly 100 young audience
members were able to attend the spring
musical "Bob Marley's Three Little
Birds," demonstrating that theatre can

and should be enjoyed by all.
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