
Hello/Hola/Salut/こんにちは from the Department of Language, Literature, & Cultural Studies!       

   

Table of Contents:       

1) Faculty Accomplishments 

2) JAPN Students Celebrate Tsukimi (月見) 

3) Figures Of Speech Re-Launched 

4) Meet Maryland Assembly Delegates: October 19 

5) JET USA Information Session: October 20 

6) The Torch Fall Event: October 24 

7) Washington Writers Paid Fellowship 

8) Sigma Tau Delta 

 

1) FACULTY ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 
A vending machine that sells books, affectionately referred to as LitBox, was recently unveiled in Washington, 

D.C.’s Western Market. The vending machine features books by Professor Shelagh Johnson as well as books 

by former BSU Professor Rion Scott. You can learn more about the vending machine by clicking here.   

Unleash Lit has published Professor Shelagh Johnson’s latest short story, “And Yet. You can read it by 

clicking here.  

 
Two of Dr. Horacio Sierra’s poems appear in the latest issue of The Caribbean Writer (Volume 31): his 

original poem “Dago” and his English-language translation of José Martí’s “Dos patrias” – “Two Homelands.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.washingtonian.com/2025/05/16/a-vending-machine-for-dc-books-has-arrived-in-western-market
https://www.unleashlit.com/p/and-yet-by-shelagh-johnson
https://www.thecaribbeanwriter.org/


2) JAPN STUDENTS CELEBRATE TSUKIMI (月見) 

 
Students in Professor Mina Seat’s JAPN courses celebrated tsukimi (a September viewing of the full-moon) by 

making their own dango (団子) - traditional Japanese dumplings made from glutinous rice flour, served on a 

skewer and often glazed with a sweet and savory sauce. Students also sang a moon viewing song called “Usagi 

(Rabbits)” You can learn more about Japan’s moon viewing traditions here: The History of Tsukimi: Japan's 

Timeless Tradition of Moon Viewing 

 

3) FIGURES OF SPEECH RE-LAUNCHED 

 
Figures of Speech, a student-run organization housed in the Department of Language, Literature, & Cultural 

Studies dedicated to bringing awareness to the Humanities, has been re-launched this year. Speak with English 

Majors Mikala Barber and Kevin Lopez Cruz for more information. You can follow them on Instagram by 

clicking here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tokyoweekender.com%2Fart_and_culture%2Fjapanese-culture%2Fthe-history-of-tsukimi-japans-timeless-tradition-of-moon-viewing%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chsierra%40bowiestate.edu%7Cbcbff7f9f0bd4007fa1608de01345520%7C94728e829ce44d9199c94adbe58ed910%7C0%7C0%7C638949521468114291%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=shICD04vgWM3qoNJGN6rDoVy1vCKzoL3HcuzXlHgfII%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tokyoweekender.com%2Fart_and_culture%2Fjapanese-culture%2Fthe-history-of-tsukimi-japans-timeless-tradition-of-moon-viewing%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chsierra%40bowiestate.edu%7Cbcbff7f9f0bd4007fa1608de01345520%7C94728e829ce44d9199c94adbe58ed910%7C0%7C0%7C638949521468114291%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=shICD04vgWM3qoNJGN6rDoVy1vCKzoL3HcuzXlHgfII%3D&reserved=0
https://www.instagram.com/fos_bsu/


4) MEET MARYLAND ASSEMBLY DELEGATES: OCTOBER 19 

 
As President of the Hispanic Student Association, English major Kevin Lopez Cruz has put together a meet-

and-greet with Hispanic State Delegates from the Maryland General Assembly. The event, taking place Sunday, 

October 19th from 3-5 PM, will include a keynote, food, time to meet Delegates in a more personal space, and 

opportunities to network with other aspiring leaders. All majors are welcome! You can click here for more 

information. 

 

5) JET USA INFORMATION SESSION: OCTOBER 20 

 
You can pre-register for the JET USA Information Session by using their Google Form 

(https://forms.gle/6b4UD5sP6pvYF2hz8) or by scanning the QR code on the flyer. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.instagram.com/p/DPT-Ds6jpVR
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2F6b4UD5sP6pvYF2hz8&data=05%7C02%7Chsierra%40bowiestate.edu%7C20e4f7b56c094566133308de0b62620a%7C94728e829ce44d9199c94adbe58ed910%7C0%7C0%7C638960714410154908%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kuE5TzXmOhhqX%2FXFvrvVAsEbz9ljHHDckz%2BNFI%2FmF3U%3D&reserved=0


6) THE TORCH FALL EVENT: OCTOBER 24 

 
The Torch, BSU’s literary magazine, invites you to its Fall Event on October 24. The event will feature readings 

from authors who were published in last year’s issue and information about how you can contribute your work 

to next year’s issue. 

 

7) WASHINGTON WRITERS’ PAID FELLOWSHIP 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8) SIGMA TAU DELTA       

 
      

Sigma Tau Delta welcomes new members.       

      

Membership Requirements:         

        

•Candidates for undergraduate membership must have completed a minimum of two college courses in English 

language or literature beyond the usual requirements in freshman English. The candidate must have a minimum 

of a B or equivalent average in English and in general scholarship and must have completed at least three 

semesters or five quarters of college course work. Candidates for undergraduate membership need not be 

majoring or minoring in the discipline of English.         

        

•Candidates for graduate membership who did not hold undergraduate membership must be enrolled in a 

graduate program in English or one of its specializations, have completed six semester hours of graduate work 

or the equivalent, and have a minimum grade point average of 3.3 on a 4.0 scale.       

        

•Lifetime Membership Fee: $80. $40 goes to the Nu Nu chapter, which will bestow you with Honor Cords and a 

Medallion at your Induction Ceremony that you can wear during graduation. The other $40 goes to Sigma Tau 

Delta’s national office, which will supply you with your Sigma Tau Delta society pin and certificate. LLCS can 

help pay for your membership fees.      

  

Email Dr. Kim Evelyn for more information: kevelyn@bowiestate.edu 

        

To learn more about Membership Benefits, please click here: http://english.org/members/benefits.shtml       

 

 

http://english.org/members/benefits.shtml

