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1) DR. SHAKIL RABBI JOINS DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH & MODERN LANGUAGES 

 
Dr. Shakil Rabbi has joined our department as an Assistant Professor specializing in Rhetoric and Composition. 
Dr. Rabbi earned his Ph.D. from Pennsylvania State University in 2017. His research interests include academic 
literacies, multilingualism, and writing; the place of writing studies in the university; and the rhetoric of public 
intellectuals. He has taught classes in rhetoric and composition, writing in the social sciences, distant learning 
composition, English literature and education, worked as an undergraduate writing center tutor, and 
coordinated the graduate writing center at Penn State. He was a 2016 Global Studies Fellow at Penn State and 
a 2015 International Writing Center Association President’s Future Leaders Award recipient.  He has also 
worked as a lecturer in English Literature and composition in Bangladesh, and as a primary school teacher in 
Thailand.  
 
2) NEW PAID INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITY: SMITHSONIAN MUSEUM 

 



 
 

Please contact Dr. Horacio Sierra if you would like to apply. Taylor Joyner, one of our most recent graduates, 
held this internship last summer! 
 
3) PRATT LIBRARY POETRY CONTEST 



 
 
4) MARTHA’S VINEYARD CREATIVE WRITING FELLOWSHIP 



 
Apply here: http://www.mvicw.com/fellowshipinfo 
 

 
5) INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITY: PRODUCTION ASSISTANTS FOR WRITERS’ HAVEN 
 
About Us 
The Writer’s Haven Show (www.writershavenshow.com), hosted by author and filmmaker V. Helena, 
showcases the work of nationally and internationally known authors, directors and producers. It is a place 
where artists speak of their passion, process, and projects to inspire others with the same endeavor.  The 
format of the show includes one-on-one interviews with the artists, panel discussions with industry insiders, 
and breaking industry news.  The show is in its 2nd season and kicks off with an interview with NY Times best-
selling author, Connie Briscoe followed by interviews with best-selling authors Tina McElroy Ansa, Lolita Files, 
Marita Golden, Victor McGlothin and international award-winning filmmaker, Haila Gerima. 
 
Internship Program 
Our volunteer student interns (Production Assistants) will work up to 40 hours a month, which translate to 4-6 
shows devoting 5-7 hours (including pre- and post-production work) per show. There are two categories of 
interns working on the show—those that will primarily assist in the pre-production planning of the show, and 
those that will primarily assist in production and post-production planning. Both categories will be responsible 
for performing production duties the day of taping.  We have two taping slots that are scheduled Monday 
through Thursday from 3:30pm thru 6:30pm, and 7:00pm thru 9:00pm.  Interns are able to work either or 

http://www.mvicw.com/fellowshipinfo
http://www.writershavenshow.com/


both time slots.  Although most of our shows are shot in the studio, there will also be opportunities for field 
productions during the season. 
 
The Creative Writing (CW) student interns will be primarily assigned to work on pre-production projects with 
the producer. Duties include reviewing the literary work of guest authors on the show, and provide critical 
feedback on the work based on prescribed criteria. In addition, the CW interns will be assigned specific 
authors to ensure the producers obtain all show related pre-production materials (e.g., author bios, books, 
promo/media packages, related photos) and work with the author and producer in scheduling tapings. In 
addition, the CW interns will work on the set with the production crew staff on the day of taping to set up the 
green room, check in guests, and exchange show related information between the guests and producer or 
crew as necessary. Lastly, the interns will work with Phoenix Rizen Entertainment staff in drafting promotion 
and marketing information for the show, including working with local business owners in promoting the show 
through their sponsorship. 
 
Internship will be performed without compensation, and as a volunteer, we encourage you to take advantage 
of this opportunity to enhance your study in the art of writing and film/video production. 
 
For more information, please contact Ms. Valerie Yancey at  producer@writershavenshow.com. 
 
Students can earn credit for internships with our ENGL 383 course. Contact Dr. Sierra for more information.  
 
6) 6th ANNUAL BOWIE STATE UNIVERSITY READ-A-THON – FEBRUARY 27 
 
The 6th Annual Bowie State University Read-A-Thon will be held on Tuesday, February 27, 12:00-2:00 in MLK 
253. Sign up for a 10-minute slot and be part of this communal celebration of language, writing, reading, and 
public speaking! Each participant will receive a gift card to the BSU Bookstore courtesy of the Department of 
History & Government. You can read from anything you want - novels, short stories, poetry, song lyrics, 
screenplays, Biblical verses, comic books, and even your own writing. As part of Black History Month, 
participants are encouraged to read from the works of authors who are black. 
 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a054fa9aa29aa8-6thannual 
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comic books, and even your own writing. As 

part of Black History Month, participants are 

encouraged to read from the works of authors 

who are black. Please show up at least five 

minutes prior to your time slot. 

7) ONE-YEAR MA IN TEACHING DEGREE AT LOYOLA UNIVERSITY MARYLAND 

 

8) INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITY: NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY 



 
 
Internships at the National Museum of African American History and Culture offer college and graduate 
students and recent graduates opportunities to work closely with professionals and scholars in the museum 
field. The museum provides a dynamic learning environment and access to supportive mentors that help 
interns reach their educational and professional goals. Interns can gain practical museum skills and program 
development experience in a variety of positions from education to collections to public relations. 
 
Students can earn credit for internships with our ENGL 383 course. Contact Dr. Sierra for more information.  
 
Internship information: https://nmaahc.si.edu/learn/internships-
fellowships?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=#si-
field-collection-tabs-2100590487-1 
 
9) SIGMA TAU DELTA  

 
Sigma Tau Delta is looking to welcome new members. The annual Induction Ceremony will be held April 24 
5:00-6:00 in MLK 253. 
 
Sigma Tau Delta will soon hold a book drive to collect books that will be donated to a girls orphanage in 
Mexico City as part of an upcoming Study Abroad trip. 
 
Requirements for membership:  
 
•Candidates for undergraduate membership must have completed a minimum of two college courses in 
English language or literature beyond the usual requirements in freshman English. The candidate must have a 
minimum of a B or equivalent average in English and in general scholarship and must have completed at least 
three semesters or five quarters of college course work. Candidates for undergraduate membership need not 
be majoring or minoring in the discipline of English.  
 
•Candidates for graduate membership who did not hold undergraduate membership must be enrolled in a 
graduate program in English or one of its specializations, have completed six semester hours of graduate work 
or the equivalent, and have a minimum grade point average of 3.3 on a 4.0 scale. 
 
•Lifetime Membership Fee: $80. $40 goes to the Nu Nu chapter, which will bestow you with Honor Cords and 
a Medallion at your Induction Ceremony that you can wear during graduation. The other $40 goes to Sigma 
Tau Delta’s national office, which will supply you with your Sigma Tau Delta society pin and certificate. The fee 
must be paid in cash. 
 
If you are interested in becoming a member, please e-mail hsierra@bowiestate.edu 
 
Newsletters are archived on the following page for easy reference: https://www.bowiestate.edu/academics-
research/colleges/college-arts-sciences/departments/english-and-modern-languages/newsletter-2/ 
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