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American College and University Presidents Climate Commitment
New Emphasis on Adaptation and Resilience*

Prior ACUPCC signatories placed here So far, four institutions have signed

*Taking steps to avoid or minimize those climate change impacts we can address, while increasing the ability of our organizations to 
“bounce back” from the impacts that cannot be avoided.

What is Climate “Adaptation?” How does it differ from Mitigation?

Source: http://ccap.org/what-does-climate-resilience-look-like/ 

“Reduce

Emissions”

“Reduce 

Harm”

Source: Presentation, "The Why's and How's of Adapting to Climate Change," by Lara Whitely Binder, University of Washington
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• Significant climate change impacts are 
projected, and impacts over the next few 
decades are virtually certain.

• The State’s residents, businesses, and local and 
state governments—and its universities—are 
on the “front line” for dealing with climate 
change. 

• Decisions with long-term impacts are being 
made every day. Today’s choices will shape 
tomorrow’s vulnerabilities.

• Significant time is required to motivate and 
develop adaptive capacity, and to implement 
changes.

• Proactive planning is often more effective and 
less costly than reactive planning, and can 
provide benefits today.

The American College and University Presidents Climate Commitment

Why Adapt? Why now? Sample Adaptive Actions:

Adapted from: Presentation, "The Why's and How's of Adapting to Climate Change," by Lara Whitely Binder, University of Washington

Administrative/Political
• Enhanced emergency and business continuity 

planning (ongoing)
• Better communication (town/gown/authorities)
• Climate/effects monitoring and data collection
• Enhanced heat response systems/programs
• Health & disease response (West Nile, Lyme, etc.) 

programs.

Physical/Spatial
• Control programs for invasive species
• Weatherproofing
• Natural resource protection
• Building/infrastructure retrofits
• Relocation of vulnerable facilities
• Upgrades to drainage, sewers, culverts, grading

• Adapting to climate change is not a one-time 
activity. It is a continuous process that does not 
end.

• Adapting to climate change is bigger than the 
campus. It is a community, regional and Statewide 
effort (and beyond) and will benefit all.

• There is no “one-size-fits-all” approach to 
managing climate change impacts.  Activities must 
be tailored to your campus, community.

• Much can be gained from addressing the climate 
and non-climate stresses that contribute to climate 
vulnerability.

American College and University Presidents Climate Commitment
New Emphasis on Adaptation and Resilience: Final Thoughts

Adapted from: Presentation, "The Why's and How's of Adapting to Climate Change," by Lara Whitely Binder, University of Washington
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