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1) HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH WINNERS  

  
Congratulations are in order for Kalena Zamora (MA English), Lauren Kelly Colon-
Mejias (BA History), and Dania Sanchez (BS VCDMA) – this year’s Hispanic Heritage 
Month Knowledge Contest winners!  
  
The answers for this year’s contest are:  

1. Founded by Spaniards, the oldest city in los Estados Unidos de América is San 
Agustín, Florida.   

2. Palenques, towns created by Black people who freed themselves from slavery, were 
common in Colombia.  

3. The five main ingredients of a Cuban sandwich are ham, pork, Swiss cheese, 
mustard, and pickles.   

4. The first Latino inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame was Carlos Santana 
(Jerry Garcia was the first Hispanic).  

5. Julia Alvarez escribió En el tiempo de las mariposas.  
  
 



2) STUDENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS  

  

Joseph R. Vivens, an English major with a creative writing concentration, has written 
a series of children’s books that make the perfect Christmas/holidays gift: Chunky And 
Friends. Each book contains a captivating story and artwork that inspires readers to 
make healthier food choices and engage in active play. The book series features 
diverse characters who overcome obstacles, develop self-confidence, and ultimately 
become healthy and strong. Joseph’s latest release, Juice and the Fountain of Youth, 
centers on choosing to drink water over juice for high mental and physical 
performance. His other acclaimed books include Chunky and Friends: Chunky and the 
O-Beast, Defeat The O-Beast, and The Candy Conundrum.   
  
3) DR. MONIFA LOVE TO SPEAK AT OBSIDIAN VOICES - FRIDAY 

  
Dr. Monifa Love will speak this Friday, December 10, at 6:00 pm at “Heirloom: 
Preserving HBCU Futures,” which celebrates Obsidian’s special issue (47.2) Other 
speakers include Reynaldo Anderson, Roman Johnsons, Tony Medina, Mona Lisa 
Saloy, and Carmen Wond. The event will be moderated by Sheree Renee Thomas. 
You can learn more here: ObsidianLit.org.   
  

https://chunkyandfriends.com/
https://chunkyandfriends.com/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fproduct%2F0998967629%2Fref%3Das_li_tl%3Fie%3DUTF8%26camp%3D1789%26creative%3D9325%26creativeASIN%3D0998967629%26linkCode%3Das2%26tag%3Dar00e-20%26linkId%3Dbb22fd2fec4d2edc439fc797cf826735&data=04%7C01%7Chsierra%40bowiestate.edu%7C9aa66abeb14345fe6b8908d9a136dccc%7C94728e829ce44d9199c94adbe58ed910%7C0%7C1%7C637718079293805493%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=JM5Jxp5PfrXyiQ2b5%2BXhAgQjRiNNUeUstDKTihNoMVs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchunkyandfriends.com%2Fproduct%2Fchunky-and-the-o-beast%2F&data=04%7C01%7Chsierra%40bowiestate.edu%7C9aa66abeb14345fe6b8908d9a136dccc%7C94728e829ce44d9199c94adbe58ed910%7C0%7C1%7C637718079293805493%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=IblvOJlY%2BxrV7sjO991BVvQy9orOtGv65E1MQyDq%2FZU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchunkyandfriends.com%2Fproduct%2Fchunky-and-the-o-beast%2F&data=04%7C01%7Chsierra%40bowiestate.edu%7C9aa66abeb14345fe6b8908d9a136dccc%7C94728e829ce44d9199c94adbe58ed910%7C0%7C1%7C637718079293805493%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=IblvOJlY%2BxrV7sjO991BVvQy9orOtGv65E1MQyDq%2FZU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchunkyandfriends.com%2Fproduct%2Fthe-candy-conundrum-paperback%2F&data=04%7C01%7Chsierra%40bowiestate.edu%7C9aa66abeb14345fe6b8908d9a136dccc%7C94728e829ce44d9199c94adbe58ed910%7C0%7C1%7C637718079293815449%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2B%2Bmmho%2Bj0e2HWYqQEXCx5FLlnVIUNmUJs7c0VmESc%2BQ%3D&reserved=0
https://obsidianlit.org/


4) PENN STATE UNIVERSITY GRADUATE PROGRAMS   

  

In addition to a lively and accomplished body of graduate colleagues and faculty, Penn 
State offers competitive funding packages and dedicated summer funding for article 
writing and advanced language study. For more information, email Rosemary Jolly, 
Director of Graduate Studies, at rjj14@psu.edu.   
  
5) SPRING 2022 COURSES AND REGISTRATION  
  
Registration for the Spring 2022 semester is now open. Email your Academic Adviser 
ASAP to discuss your Spring 2022 courses so they can remove your advising holds.   
  
All courses will be offered in a Hybrid format unless otherwise noted.   
ENGL 210: Intro to English Grammar, Dr. Basena, T/R 12:30  
ENGL 210: Intro to English Grammar, Dr. Basena, T/R 12:30  
ENGL 211: Literatures of the World, Dr. Bates, R 5:00, Online Course  
ENGL 257: Creative Writing II: Fiction, Prof. Williamson, T/R 12:30  
ENGL 261: Gender, Culture, & Identity, Dr. Uddin, T/R 12:30 OS  
ENGL 266: Writing About Disability & Health, Dr. Evelyn, MWF 1:00  
ENGL 302: British Literature II, Dr. Kaloustian, MWF 2:00  
ENGL 317: American Literature II, Prof. Johnson, MWF 10:00  
ENGL 325: African American Literature II, Dr. Thompson, T/R 9:30  
ENGL 333: Graphic Novels, Dr. Sierra, T/R 3:30  
ENGL 337: Literature for Adolescents, Dr. Gross, M 5:00  
ENGL 358: Creative Writing III: Poetry, Prof. Glover, T/R 11:00  
ENGL 361: Tech & Report Writing I, Dr. McKoy, MWF 11:00  
ENGL 361: Tech & Report Writing I, Dr. McKoy, MWF 12:00  



ENGL 361: Tech & Report Writing I, Prof. Burrus, T/R 9:30  
ENGL 361: Tech & Report Writing I, Prof. Burrus, T/R 11:00  
ENGL 361: Tech & Report Writing I, Prof. McInnis, T/R 11:00, Online Synchronous   
ENGL 361: Tech & Report Writing I, Prof. McInnis, T/R 12:00, Online Asynchronous   
ENGL 408: Shakespeare and Film, Dr. Sierra, MTWR 11:00 *1st 8 Weeks Course*  
ENGL 413: Film and American Society, Dr. Love, W 5:00  
ENGL 424: Neo-Slave Narratives, Dr. Thompson, T/R 11:00  
ENGL 437: History of Literary Criticism & Theory, Dr. Kaloustian, M 5:00  
ENGL 438: Senior Seminar, Dr. Sierra, T 5:00  
ENGL 445: Advanced Grammar, Dr. Basena, R 5:00  
ENGL 456: Advance Creative Writing II, Prof. Glover, T/R 2:00  
SPAN 101, 102, 201, 202 – Various Times  
FREN 101, 102, 201, 202 – Various Times  
  
If you need a permission code for a course in the Department of Language, Literature 
& Cultural Studies, use this link to make your 
request: https://bowiestate.edu/academics/colleges/college-of-arts-and-
sciences/departments/language-literature-and-cultural-studies/permission-code-
request.php  

 
  
6) DRIFTERS EMERGENCY STUDENT GRANT  
  
The Drifters Emergency Student Grant is a $10,000 grant awarded annually to degree-
conferring institutions whose student enrollment is primarily comprised of students from 
underrepresented backgrounds. These grants have been given to numerous colleges 
and universities to help students to continue their studies. Bowie State University was 
awarded the grant at The National Drifters, Inc. 63rd national Convention in August 
2019.  As a result, Juniors/Seniors in the Department of Language, Literature, & 
Cultural Studies experiencing an emergency need for tuition assistance, housing 
assistance, course materials, meal planning or transportation assistance are eligible to 
apply. Please Contact Professor Lane (alane@bowiestate.edu) or Dr. Basena 
(dbasena@bowiestate.edu) for an application form.  

https://bowiestate.edu/academics/colleges/college-of-arts-and-sciences/departments/language-literature-and-cultural-studies/permission-code-request.php
https://bowiestate.edu/academics/colleges/college-of-arts-and-sciences/departments/language-literature-and-cultural-studies/permission-code-request.php
https://bowiestate.edu/academics/colleges/college-of-arts-and-sciences/departments/language-literature-and-cultural-studies/permission-code-request.php
mailto:alane@bowiestate.edu
mailto:dbasena@bowiestate.edu


  
7) SIGMA TAU DELTA   

  
Sigma Tau Delta welcomes new members.   
    
Membership Requirements:     
    
•Candidates for undergraduate membership must have completed a minimum of two 
college courses in English language or literature beyond the usual requirements in 
freshman English. The candidate must have a minimum of a B or equivalent average in 
English and in general scholarship and must have completed at least three semesters 
or five quarters of college course work. Candidates for undergraduate membership 
need not be majoring or minoring in the discipline of English.     
    
•Candidates for graduate membership who did not hold undergraduate membership 
must be enrolled in a graduate program in English or one of its specializations, have 
completed six semester hours of graduate work or the equivalent, and have a minimum 
grade point average of 3.3 on a 4.0 scale.   
    
•Lifetime Membership Fee: $80. $40 goes to the Nu Nu chapter, which will bestow you 
with Honor Cords and a Medallion at your Induction Ceremony that you can wear 
during graduation. The other $40 goes to Sigma Tau Delta’s national office, which will 
supply you with your Sigma Tau Delta society pin and certificate.   
    
To learn more about Membership Benefits, please click 
here: http://english.org/members/benefits.shtml   
    
If you are interested in becoming a member, please e-mail hsierra@bowiestate.edu   
    
Newsletters are archived here: https://bowiestate.edu/academics/colleges/college-of-
arts-and-sciences/departments/language-literature-and-cultural-studies/newsletter.php  
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